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LETTER

Hoving’s City Parks Legacy
Published:  December 24, 2009

To the Editor:

Thank you, Ralph Blumenthal (“Remembering Hoving’s Service as Parks

Commissioner,” New York Times on the Web, Dec. 11) and George Prochnik

(“City of Earthly Delights,” Op-Ed, Dec. 13) for your personal recollections and

recognition of Thomas Hoving’s revolutionary 14 months — January 1966 to

March 1967 — as New York City parks commissioner.

As the current parks commissioner, whose mentor,Henry Stern, was Mr.

Hoving’s deputy and parks commissioner himself for 15 years, I’ve long been a

fan of their innovative efforts at a form of reclamation often overlooked in our

bustling city — reclaiming the silence and natural beauty of tiny urban spaces in

the middle of urban clutter and chatter.

Nearly half a century after Mr. Hoving’s tenure, New Yorkers have more than 1,700 parks and

playgrounds, 2,450 green streets, 600 community gardens and unprecedented reclamation projects that

set the standard for adaptive reuse around the world.

Mr. Hoving’s ideas for “vest-pocket parks” laid the groundwork for thousands of new or preserved

green spaces. As we move forward with Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg’s PlaNYC, we will continue to

make urban spaces that clean the air, cool us in summer and beautify everyone’s New York experience.

A fitting memorial to a great man.

Adrian Benepe

New York, Dec. 17, 2009
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